This book is a volume of research articles and reflections by eminent writers on the
history of Christianity in India’s Northeast and its impact on society, particularly the
tribal communities. The authors analyse how Christian missionaries braved remote
areas, befriended the indigenous people, won their hearts, and got accepted to
work among them. Through faith, education, and public services, missionaries of
different denominations mainstreamed the people and changed their approaches
towards life, leading to improved literacy rates, healthcare access, and social
cohesion within the communities. They transformed communities into credible and
responsible citizens, who, in turn, richly contributed to building amodern India.
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NORTHEAST CHRISTIANS'
CONTRIBUTIONS TO
NATION BUILDING

A personal account of a prominent peace and reconciliation activist on Christian
initiatives to build peace among communities also adds value to the contents of this
book. "Northeast Christians' Contributions to Nation-Building" is a must-read book,
particularly for those who are unaware of the history and contributions of Christians,
asitaddresses common assumptions about their role in the region.
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John S. Shilshiis a retired IPS officer who had served in the state and
central governments. He is the author of three books — Vale of Tears:
Untold stories of violence in Manipur, From Heemal to Hilton: the

r“ Kashmir story, and Manipur's Experience with Armed Forces
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(Special)Powers Act. He is also the editor of NECARF Review,
www.necarf.org, an opinion website run by the North East Catholic
Research Forum.

Prof. Salam Irene is a retired Professor and former HOD,
Department of History, Manipur University. She did her graduation
from Lady Shri Ram College, and post graduate from Miranda House,
Delhi University, and PHD from Manipur University. She taught at the
Centre of Post Graduate Studies, INU Imphal campus from 1977, and
also taught in the Manipur University from 1980 — 2016. She has
written seven books and several articles, and also presented papers
in national and international conferences.
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Book on Northeast Christians’ Contribution to Nation-Building Released at Pastoral
Conference

Shillong, September 9, 2026: A new book documenting the contribution of Christians to social
development and nation-building in Northeast India was released during the Northeast India
Regional Pastoral Conference 2026, held from September 4 to 7.

Titled Northeast Christians’ Contribution to Nation Building, the volume was jointly released
by Archbishop John Moolachira, Archbishop Victor Lyngdoh and Archbishop Linus Neli.

Published as a project of the North East Catholic Research Forum (NECRF), the book brings
together research articles by 13 scholars representing different Christian denominations. It
examines the role of Christian missionaries and institutions in transforming lives through
pastoral and social initiatives across the region.

The volume documents contributions in areas including education, healthcare, literature,
women and youth empowerment, leadership development and peace-building.

Introducing the book before an audience of bishops, priests, religious and lay leaders, John S.
Shilshi, IPS (Retd), co-editor of the volume, said the research project was undertaken against
the backdrop of allegations by the RSS and its affiliates that Christians were eroding the
language, culture and traditions of indigenous communities.



Shilshi said the book sought to provide a documented account of the work of Christian
missionaries, particularly the challenges they faced while serving communities in remote and
difficult circumstances.

He said the book’s release was particularly appropriate in view of the theme of the pastoral
conference, “Journeying with Indigenous People of God in the Synodal Church in Northeast
India.”

The NECRF initiative received appreciation from participants at the conference, with the
volume seen as an effort to bring together research-based accounts of Christian contributions
to the region.

Drawing on the work of scholars from different Christian denominations, the book places
Christian engagement in education, healthcare, social empowerment, leadership and peace-
building within the wider narrative of nation-building in Northeast India.
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